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INHABITANTS of WESTMINSTER. - 


— 


PALACE-YARD, Nov. 26, 1795. © 25 


N the memory of the oldeſt inhabitant of the city, there 
never were aſſembled, upon any occaſion, ſo immenſe a 


body of the people as yeſterday met, in compliance with 


the requilition ſigned by Joun Grecoxy, Eſq. It would 


be vain to attempt to give an eſtimate of the number, fince 


it muſt be a mere effort of conjecture, 


The huſtings were erected in Weſtminſter- Hall, early | | b 


in the morning, ſo as to be prett / nearly finiſhed before 
the Courts met, and without giving them any interruption 
whatever. When Mr. Fox arrived- at the King's Arms 
Tavern, he mentioned that he had notes from the Chan- 
cellor and the Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas, in an- 
r to notes which he had written to them, upon the ſub- 


ject of having the meeting in Weſtminſter · Hall: thoſe 


notes ſignified a diſapprobation of holding the meeting 
where the Courts were sitti | 1 
. By this time Lord H 
der, and Mr. Jenkinſon, were arrived, and upon the buſ- 


* 
. 
* ad 5 © 
* 
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bo Lord Belgrave, Mr. Ry- _ 
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tings. A friend of Mr. Fox's went to thoſe gent 
do ſignify that it would be adviſeable, in conſequence of 
what the Chancellor and Chief Juſtice had ſaid, to remove 
the huſtings to Palace-yard, but that particular careſhould 
be taken to accommodate them and their friends. Gene- 
_ rl Tarleton then announced the removing of the huſtings 
and the cauſe of it; and in little more than an hour the 
were erected in the front of the King's Arms Tavern, wi 
every poſlible accommodation 5 
Mr. Fox, accompanied by the Duke of Bedford, che 
Earls of Derby and Lauderdale, Lord Robert Spencer, 
Mr. Sheridan, and a number of his friends, aſcended the 
huſtings; and Lord Hood, Lord Belgrave, Mr. Ryder, 
and his friends did the ſame. > 
The Right Honourable CHARLES Jus Fox was. 
unanimouſly called to the Chair. YT 6 
Mr. Fox then came forward, and was received by the 
loudeſt acclamationsof the people. © A daring attempt (ſaid 
he) has been made upon your liberties—an attempt toſub- 
vert the Conſtitution of England. Bills have been brought 
into both Houſes of Parliament ; one under the title of 
the better ſecuring his Majeſty's Perſon ; another for pre- 
venting ſeditious Meetings and Aﬀemblies./ Theſe Bills, 
in effect, are intended to complete the overthrow of the 
Liberties of the People-of England, to debaſe the charac- 
r of Engliſhmen, and to put them on a footing with 
e who know not what the Rights of Man 'are, and 
among whom Freedom is entirely unknown. In a word, 
the Bill of Rights is propoſed to be finally repealed; that 
_ ſhall be deprived of the right of Petitioning. It is 
true indeed, as you are told, you may petition Parliament ; 
but how are you to petition? With the approbition of a 
Magiſtrate you may petition ; without it you cannot. If 
ſuch a meeting as this is attempted to be held, and any 
perſon ſhould be ſtanding where you obſerve me, and en- 
deavouring to explain to you the object, a Magiſtrate may 
come, and fay that the proceeding ſeems to him to be dan- 
gerous; he may diſſolve the Meeting ; and if 'you perſiſt 
in being together, he. ma 2 under military execu- 


_ Oba [ 


„„ 


any meeting is to be held for the diſcuſſion of any political 
ſubject, and you pay money for your admiſſion; he may 
attend, and he is to have power to diſperſe you, under the 

nalty of rioting in a diſorderly houſe. Thus are the 
People of - England forbidden har, nr from diſcuſſing 


the conduct of their rulers. Miniſters have involved you 
in an unneceſſary War, which they have conducted to the 
diſgrace of the Britiſh Arms; for which they have heavily 
loaded you with Taxes.—To this condition have they 
brought you. What could they have done more, but to 
forbid you to complain ! They "ip attempted it. Con- 
ſcious of their own demerits, they think they cannot be 
ſafe, unleſs they can finally forbid you to ſtate your own 
grievances. e | 

The pretext of theſe Bills is, chat the law as it now 
ftands is inſufficient to puniſh thoſe who have been guilty 
of intercepting and infulting his Majeſty in his paſſage to 
Parliament. I hope, that although that is not, in ſtrict- 
neſs, the object of this Meeting, you will nevertheleſs ex- 
preſs, before you ſeparate, your abhorrence-of thoſe diſ- 
_ graceful acts by which his Majeſty was inſulted —sacts 
which we all equally deteſt, and all equally lament. This 
has been uſed as a pretext for theſe Bills, which are in- 
tended to deprive you of all your freedom; but it is the 
policy of bad men to join, whenever they can, their bad 
nag with the name of the Sovereign whom we all 
love, and are equally bound and determined to protect. 
But I am fure becauſe we have the worſt of Miniſ- 
ters, that ſhall not prevent from declaring we have 
the beſt of 1 I have now nothing more to do 
but to take the Chair at this Meeting, ud to conduct 
myſelf with impartiality. - 

This ſpeech being heard with profound attention, was 
followed by loud and reiterated tokens of the moſt fincere 

The Duke of BeDprorD then came forward, and was 
received, like Mr. Fox, with the moſt diſtinguiſhing 
marks of the affection of the people. When the a 
had ſubſided, the Noble Duke addreſſed the company to 
the Tollowing efteQ ; | 


— - 4m 
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On what you have heard, it will not be neceſſary for 
£5 me to trouble you at great length. However, I ſhall ay. 
Aa a few words on the meaſures. which I ſhall propoſe to you 
. 3 L 4 in conſequence of the two Bills which have been 
; 8 % by W 


explained to you by Mr. Fox. I muſt call to 
ur recollection the tr ions which have | as riſe 
to them, I am ſure you muſt feel, as I do, the utmoſt 
horror at the outrage which was offered to his Majeſty, 
and I am ſure that you would join with me in uſing Jour 
utmoſt endeavours to bring to puniſament thoſe: who have 
been guilty of that atrocious at; I am ſure you would 
join with me in aſſenting to any Act that would better 
2 HAS Sears the ſafety of our Sovereign; but, thank God, the 
| law is ſufficient for that purpoſe. But while we are thus 
lamenting the outrage that was offereꝗ to his Majeſty, and 
while Miniſters are affecting ſo much alarm upon it, theß 
855 themſelves are committing a ſtill more daring outrage. 
_ againit the Liberties of the People and the molt valuable 
parts of our Conſtitution. _ _ „ 
1 Two Bills have been brought into Parliament, both of 
| them ayowedly for extending the Criminal Laws, at a time 
when every other nation is diminiſhing it. Theſe Bills 
likewiſe enact new puniſhments for miſdemeanour —bat- 
; + barous E never before heard of in England ; 
And at the ſame time this is expreſſed in ſuch ambiguous 
Words, as to enable the miniſter to puniſh us, whenever he. 
22 for our opinions. The other Bill goes ſtill further, 
for it ſtrikes immediately at the very root of our liberties, 
and the moſt valuable part of our conſtitution. I ſay it 
ſtrikes at our conſtitution, for it ſtrikes at the very rights 
Which you are now exerciſing, for, if that Bill was patled, 
à magiſtrate might declare that he was of opinion chis was 
a ſeditious meeting, and it would be in his power to arreſt 
me for ſpeaking to you, and diſſolve the meeting. If, con- 
\ ſcious of the purity of your intention, you ſhould attempt 
to debate afterwards, he would have power to ſubje& you - 
to all the horrors of military execution. In oppotition ta 
theſe odious principles, 1 y. you have a right þ to meet ; 
Neu have 2 right to petition ; you have a right to remon - 
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Amte againſt all publle meaſures that appege'to you do be 
en . 


injurious to your intereſts. It is an undeniable a 
ſacred right, tranſmitted to you by your anceſtors ;-by 
them claimed, demanded, and inſiſted upon, and folemgly 
aſſented to from the throne itſelf, and, in the moſt formal 
manner, acknowledged as undeniable rights. ; 
You have heard Miniſters rail at innovations whenever. 


any attempts has been made to prevent abuſes, You now © 
ſee, on the part of theſe very Miniſters themſelves, not an 


attempt at a Reformation, but a direct attempt at a Reyo- 
lution—a direct, daring attempt to deſtroy the very eſſence 
of the conſtitution of England: for What will become of 
the fabric if the foundation be deſtroyed ? In what man- 
ner, then, are we to reſiſt this barefaced attempt to deprive 


us of our rights? I ſay, by exerting with energy the 


right of petition, while it yet remains, and which, by ex- 
ercilings ol will give to the reſt of the country a good 


example. - You ſhould ſhew by your reſiſtance that o 


|  %bominate the law, which has for its object the deftrudtion 
of your liberty. Do it firmly, Do it colle&ively.—Do it 


calmly, but do it decidedly ;/ and then will you ſhew- thoſe 


| bold invaders of * liberties, that you will not ſubmit 

to them; then will you make the leader of this attack upon 
your freedom ſhake, while he is furrounded by his own 
Zatellites, You will make him fee you feel theſe attacks 
on your inviolable rights—Rights ſo interwoven with our 
conſtitution, that if it be criminal in him- to invade, it 
would be doubly criminal in you to reſign them, I ſhall 


therefore propoſe to you a Petition to the Houſe of Com- 


mons, and an Addrets to his Majeſty ; but, as I feel myſelf 


exhauſted, 1 ſhall deſire a friend of mine to read them 


to vou. EA, Be > * 4 
This addrels "was followed by the warme®and-lafting 
applauſe. , 


Mr. Gzzv then read the petition; which was highly ap- 
proved of by the People, and which is to the following 


effect. It was ſeconded by Mr. HARRI Houss, the Fa- 
her of Weſtminſter, 3 IS 


7 : 


"FER wie Humble PETITION, Cc. G.. . 
bduzwern, 65 3 
That a Bill has been brought into your Honourable Houſe 
ſubverſive of the Liberties which the 1 of this kingdom, 
at the period when they transferred the Crown of England to 

the illuſtrious family upon the Throne, did claim, demand, 
and inſiſt upon as their true, ancient, and indubitable rights. 
That the ſaid Bill is entitled“ An Act for the more effec- 
tually preventing Seditious Meetings and Aſſemblies.“ ET 
That the only mode by which your Petitioners and the Peo- 
ple of Great Bruain can expreſs their ſentiments, and make their 
, grievances known, is by meeting together, either to inſtru 
1 their Repreſentatives, to petition Parliament, or to addreſs the 
FF King, This is their Privilege, and fubj& to the exiſting laws, 
whica have already provided againſt the abuſe of it; Your Pe- 
titioners do, in the language of their forefathers, claim, demand, 
and inſiſt upon the free exerciſe of it, as their true, ancient, and 
indubitable right, The allowance and encouragement of free, 
honeſt, and open diſcuſſion of all matters, Political and Judicial, 
while it has afforded the ſureſt controul upon the encroachments 
of the Executive Government, has tended moſt effeftually to 
iecure the upright adminiſtration of juſtice, . 
Four Honourabie Houſe is humbly reminded, that the right 
of the People to ſuch meaſures is the beſt ſecurity they polleſs 
Agaiaſt the abuſe of power If they who are delegated to de- 
fend their Liberties, baſely or corruptly betray them; if they 
ho are ſent to watch over Miniſters become their accomplices, 
what may the People do if they may not remonſtrate? 

By the Bill now depending, no Meeting can be called ex- 
cept with a knowledge of a Magiſtrate, whoſe preſenceis made 
neceſſary, not merely for the preſervation of the peace, but for 
the purpoſe of controling the ſentiments to be uttered. He 1s 

Fonſtituted ſole judge of the manner in which a grievance may 
be tated, or a right aſſerted. To differ with ham in 1 
opinion is made a breach of the ta maintain that opi- 
nion is made a riot; and to perſiſt in it is to incur the horrors 
of m'/itary execution. We truſt your Honourable Houſe will 
„ fe proper degree of reſentment againſt the principle of ſuch 
9 a B. ll, as affecting the whole maſs of the People, but we, as in- 
habitants bf Weſtminſter, ſtand more eſpecially in need. of your 
protection. It is our peculiar fate to be ſyperintended by Ma» | 
- giſtrates who are ſelected, employed, and paid during pleafurg 
| by the Execytve Power. 7 OR 


. 
a ante 


* 
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Your Petitioners further beg leave to call the attention of 
your honourable Houſe to a Bill now depending, entitied, ** An 
Act for the Safety and Preſervation of his Majeſty's Perſon and 
Government againſt 'Treaſonable and Seditious Practices and 
Attempts,” _ „ | 
They humbly. repreſent, that this Bill contains an arbitrary. 
accumulation of treaſons, calculated to harraſs and oppreſs the 
ſubject, without adding any ſecurity to the perſon of his Ma- 
zeſty ; that it alſo. deſcribes the miſdemeanour at wt ich another 
of its clauſes is pointed with ſuch ſtudied ambiguity as to com · 
prehend in its penal operation every exerciſe of the right of ex- 
amining public affairs, and that this miſdemeanour ſo deſcribed 
is ſubjected to a barbarous puniſhment, which, as applied to 
ſach offence, is utterly unknown to the mild and wrd ſpirit 
of the law of England. . | | | No 
Under all theſe circumſtances, your Petitioners, deeply im- 
reſſed with a ſenſe of the dangers which impend over the 
eace and Conſtitution of their Country, moſt earneſtly im- 
plore your Honourable Houſe to avert them, by the rejection 
of meaſures which, by depriving the People of their moſt an- 
cient and indubĩtable rights, have a tendency to alienate their 
2 from the itution, and to leſſen their reſpect for 


Lerd Hood then came forward, and on his ſignifying a 
deſire to be heard, the people were ſilent. | 
His Lordſhip proceeded. The ſubſtance of his addreſs 
{35 far as we could collect what he faid, for he ſpoke in a 
low tone of voice, and indiſtinctly) was, that he thought 

great misrepreſentations of the Bill had gone abroad. I 

as one of, the Repreſentatives of the city of Weſtminſter, 
he muſt proteſt againſt any determination which the pre- 
ſent meeting might came to upon the ſubject of a Petition 
in the name of the inhabitants of the city of Weſtminſter, 
becauſe he could not conſider any meeting entitled to that 
name that was not compoſed of thoſz only who were the 
real EleRors of that city, aſcertained by the books of thg 
different pariſhes. He thought that the ouly way to know 
the real ſentiments of the inhabitants of Weſtminſter 
would be that of taking the ſenſe of the people in every 


individual pariſh, and to add his addreſs to his name. 


2 


TE (22 22> 8h 
| addreſs, but they ſubſided ſoon. | 


© _ Mr. Sheridan then came forward and was moſt cordially 


received. He proceeded as follows : 2 
There is no event that could juſtify the intentions of 
the preſent meeting more than the very patient hearing 
which you have been ſo Lag as to give to the noble 
Lord who has juſt addreſſed you; nor could any thing have 
contributed more to the diſappointment of your enemies 
than the decorum you have obſerved; becauſe they want 
to reproach you with a ſpirit of tumult and of riot, and to 
ſay, Here is no impartiality, for here are not to he heard 
- thoſe who have a deſire to collect the votes of the virtuous 
part of the people. I ſay, by your demeanour you have 
defeated their endeavours to ſo diſcontent among you; 
for after the extraordinary manner you have liſtened to a 
ſpeech the moſt extraordifiary that ever was delivered to 
ſo large a body of the people, and that tob by a noble Lotd 
who pretends to be concerned for your intereſts, you have 
proved yourſelves worthy of what your opprefllors are en- 
. deavouring to deprive you, namely, a right to meet and 
_ expreſs your ſentiments on public affairs. | 
a The noble Lord, fays he came not to argue here, but to 
proteſt againſt the 8 This is a ſample of what you 
are to expect hereafter, It is lucky that the Bill has not 
paſſed; for if it had, the noble Lord would not have pto- 
teſted againſt the meeting, he would have been here to 
knock you down. He ſays he does not know who are, 
and who are not inhabitants of the city of Weſtminſter, - 
I underſtand the noble Lord: he means, he cannot get 
the ſenſe of the people of Weſtminſter without a ſcrutiny, 
I know the court influence that will be introduced, and 
the terror that will be employed againſt any tradeſman 
who ſhall dare to put his name againſt the ſentiments of the 
noble Lord. Another circumſtance worth attending to is this 
that, according to the proceſs which his Lordſhip recom- 
mends, you will have nothing to do when you meet; for, 
\ before the noble Lord ſhall have been ſatisfied of the ſenſe 
of the inhabitants of Weſtminſter the Bill will have 


paſſed: for I remember that inthe prog reſs of the laſt enquiry 


11 


- 


which the noble Lord inſtituted, the Parliament wasneatly 


over before there was an end of the ſcrutiny. 


* 


With regard to the Bills themſelves, after what has been 
ſaid by Mr. Fox and the Duke of Bedford, it would be 


ſuperfluous in me to {ay much; indeed, any comment on 
them, to any man who has beard of them, or who has 
heard the ſpirit of them, would be an inſult to his under. 


ſtanding. You haye underſtandings, and it requires nothing 
| Laing to hold in execra- 


but common-ſenſe and common- | 
tion the Bills and the authors of them. The pretence of 


the Bills is to prevent the government of this country 
from coming into hatred and contempt. If they had their 


true title they would have been. called © Bills to bring the 
government of . into hatred and contempt.” The 
pretence for all theſe meaſures has been the outrage (which 
we all deplore) that was offered to his Majeſty in his way 
to parliament, But is there one man here who believes 


that was the origin of theſe Bills ?—No ! No! they have 


been long prepared. Miniſters waited for a pretence to 


introduce a ſyſtem of ſlavery. If there had not been one, 


I know they are incapable of making one. The truth is, the 


people of England are too loyal and patient for the Miniſter's. 


purpoſes, and this they were obliged to confeſs on the firſt 
day of the preſent ſeſſion of parliament. His Majeſty tells 
us from the throne that the people are ſubmiſſive to the 
law—and fo. they are; for although they have juſt eſcaped 
from famine, and now they have the proſpect of another, 
ſtill they are ſubmiſſive to the law. The Miniſter pretends 
to ſay he will provide them with corn; but now, inſtead 


of giving them bread, he endeayours to cloſe up their 
mouths by terror. | | | | 


- 


There are perſons whoſe intereſt it is to promote tumule - 
and ſedition, and that is @ fund for ſpies and infortners; 


for if there were not ſomething of that ſort to talk of, 


they would not live. - Sedition is their prey, perjury their 


practice, and bribes and promiſes their wages! Spies and 


informers—Oh ! No, I beg pardon; they are no more 


than Miniferial Reporters for the defence of Government 
I have no doubt that we have here at this moment a pret, * 


tolcrable.ſprinkling of them, I with them to report fait) . 


1 


1 


n 


fully the proceedings of this day. The reſult will be this, . 


that by this meeting two things are clear—that they can 
| never ſucceed in attempting to make an Engliſh Jury con- 


temptible, and Spies reputable, 2 

Another thing which is very important to Weſtminſter 
which I with to obſerve is this: Our Magiſtrates are not 
as they are in other places for they are dependant on the 
government. I do not mean to reflect on any body of 
men. Some of them may be reſpectable; others I do not 
know much of, and deſire to know no more; but we have 
a right to regard them with conſtitutional jealouſy; if a 
meeting is held of the inhabitants of Weſtminſter, they 


will judge of you according to the character given of you 
by ch 


| e Miniſter, who is their employer ; of courſe his 
Worſhip will never come among you but with a guard of 
ſoldiers, They will come to put you to military execution, 
and when they have gone through their good ſervice, they 
will go with their bayonets waſhed in the blood of theic 


"countrymen, to receive their wages at the Treaſury. 


I have only one word more, which is indeed unneceſſary 
—it is to requeſt you to conduct yourſelves with decorum, 
and when the buſineſs of the meeting is over, to ſeparate 
peceably, and to ſhew that large aſſemblies of the people 
can be peaceable. You will reſpe& the law for your own 


honour and for your own ſafety; and I will add that 1 


believe, bold as it is now to aſſort it, the day will come, 


wen the law, weak as it is ſaid to be at Ir. will be 


found ſtrong enough to bring to the ſcaff 
oppreſſors. + : 
| This ſpeech was followed by prodigious applauſe. 
Mr. Fox. I have nothing to add bas congratulations 
to this aſſembly and to the country at large, and to obſerve 
that there are, at leaſt in Weſtminſter, ſome who know 


d your corrupt 


their rights, and who are determined by peaceable means 


to defend them. This I am ſure, and from your know- 
ledge of me you cannot doubt it, I am ready to obey your 
commands, and to ſecond all your efforts to obtain your 
Tights. p ; 


The time has been, when part of my con has not 
deen equally agreeable to the majority of my conſtituents; 


. 


but when that was the caſe, did I endeavour to prevent po- 


pular meetings? I ſhall add no more than to repeat to 
you, that the ſpirit of the Bills I have mentioned to you 
is to prevent all popular diſcuſſion whatever; this right 
is not a part only, but may be ſaid to be the very founda- 
tion, and the corner-ſtone of our conſtitution. I ſhall 
now proceed to put the Petition to the vote. 
The queſtion being put, for thoſe who agreed to the 
Petition to hold up their hands—the whole company in a 
maſs immediately held up their bands. ; | 
Mr. Fox obſerved, that from the number of perſons who 
approved of the Petition he thought there could be but 
very few againſt it. However it was fair to put the queſ- 
tion on the other ſide, which he did, by deſiring thoſe who 
were againſt it to hold up their hands. 5 
| Me. Fox ſaid the Pet tion was carried, and only two diſ—- 
ſentient perſons in the whole aſſembly. 2 f 
3 tion was followed by long and laſting ap- 
plauſe. 
The Duke of Bedford came again forward, and pro- 
ceeded nearly as follows: | e | 
Having already addreſſed you on a Petition which you 
have now adopted, it is unneceſſary for me to ſay a iy 
thing further than that your . is particularly grati- 
ſying ta me. What I am now going to offer I hope will 
be agreed to, even without the diſſent of the two unfor- 
tunate individuals who oppoſed the Petition. I ſhall here, 
1 any further obſervation, propoſe an Addreſs to his 
ajeſty. n | 
Hers the noble Duke read an Addreſs to his Majeſty, 
congratulating his Majeſty on his eſcape, and expreſſin 
the abhorrence of the aſſembly at the outrage which had 
been offered to him, &c..  * e . 
Mr. Fox put the queſtion, that this Addreſs be preſent - 
ed to his Majeſty, which was carried without a diſſenting 


voice | | g 
e Duke of Bedford propoſed that the Addreſs be pre» 


ſented. to his Majeſty, and the Petition be preſented to the 
Houſe of Commons, by Mr. Fox. „„ 


. 


_'._. Fehemently 
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be company agr. 4d to this unan imouſly, and Sotly x 
Tafifted hat Lord Hood ſhould have hating bs 

do with the Addrefs. . 

Mr. Tox came forward. again, and ſaid—It would ilt 


become me to expreſs by many words my thanks for your 


favours, and the confidence yau repoſe in me. 1 hope I 
ſhall fa thfully execute your commands. I am ſure his - 
ajeſty will receive your ſentiments of attachment to him 


with his uſual graciouſneſs; but I muſt tell you plaimly, - 
that when I come to preſent your Petition to the Houſe 


crating meets with the general concurrence of the people. 


city of Weſtminſter, altheugh 25 
within a few yards of the Houſe of Commons, I ſhall be 


of Commons, ſtrange as it may ſeem to you, I will venture 
to prophecy, that although your meeting; is in the ver 
you are at this moment 


told there that the Bill which you have been juſt now exe-. 


I think I have now authority to give a poſitive contradiction” 
to that aſſertion. * 5 i 
Lord Mountmorris gave his hearty diſapprobation of 


_ the Bill againft which the company had voted a Petition, 


* 


we ſhould adjourn. (Peace 


and expreſſed great indignati on at the late attempt on his 


Majeſty: he applauded the Addreſs which company 
had voted upon that ſubject. He cenſured very highly the 
conduct of Miniſters in the proſecution of this war. Ac» - 
cuſed them of 'negligence with regard to, the condition of 
the conſequence of the high price of food. As there were 
Miaiſterial Reporters preſent, he hoped they would do him” 
tlic honour to convey the ſubſtance of what he now ſaid to 


their employers, 


- Lord Lauderdale propoſed the thanks of the meeting 

to Mr. Fox, which was inſtantaneouſly voted by accla- 

mation. | * - „ | | © | | F-y <p 
Mr. Fox, there are ſeveral copies of the Petition now 


Ping at the King's Arms tavern for ſignature, and other 


places, of which notice wilt be given. And now I think. . 
Pace! Peace ! was then 
pronounced by a vaſt number of voices.) 
Mr. Fox procceded. It has been ſuggeſted to me that _ 
there is another Petition now lying for fighatufe which is 
intended to entrap the uuwary. It is a ö — 
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td this. How it is worded I do not know: indiſtinctiy 
believe ; but it is in effect a Petition for Slavery! Beware 
of it. | I hear a pretty nee wiſh to addreſs his Majeſty gy 
and Parliament on the ſubject of Peace. All I can ſay is 
that I ſhall attend with pleaſure and ſatisfaction any meeting 
for that purpoſe. From me you ſhall have every ſuppore 
I can give: have a „ of demand it of me. And 
now! l we ſhould adjourn; and that'our triumph 
may be complete, I truſt you will all return peaceably to 
your homes. | | ws * 
The queſtion of adjournment was then put, and agreed 
to with unanimity. We never witneſſed a meeting even of 
* 10 or 12,000 men, where order, regularity, and decorum 
were more perfectly obſerved. The effect of this conduct 
in a multitude that fpread in every dire tion as far as the 
eye could reach, was truly i ve.“ When they held 
up their hands to ſignify their approbation, nothing could 
de more intereſting than the ſight, The reader may ima- 
gine the animating ſcene, when ſo many thouſands of men 
ſtretched aloft their hands in ſolemn ſupport of a Petition 


upon the iſſue of which every thing ſacred in life depended. | 2 
The ſky was rent with the acclamation of their | conſent, 4 
and having thus expreſſed their feelings upon every queſ- 5 1 


tion as it was put, they returned again to the ſame attentive 
ſilence, which they maintained while every one of the noble 
and honourable perſons who addreſſed them were ſpeaking. 
If ever a meeting teſtified the heartfelt ſenſe and conviction 
of the city of Weſtminſter, it was the meeting of Nov. 16. 
Their conduct, like their numbers, was equal to the occa- 
ſion which drew them forth. Many of them being eager 
to ſign the Petition forthwith, 2 crouded round the co- 
pies which had been prepared, and ſeveral thouſands ſigned 
the Petition 'on the ſpot. Others crouded around their 4 
upright and invaluable repreſentative, Mr. Fox, and it was i 
in vain for him to reſiſt their importunities. He was hur- 
ried into a coach along with the Duke of Bedford, Mr. 
Sheridan, and another Fiend or two. . 8 a | 1 
They then drew him through Pall Mall, St. James's- 8 
ſtreet, Piccadilly, Berkeley-ſquare, and Hil- ſtreet, to Mr. 3 
Fes houſe in South-ſtreet. The applauſe was extreme; 


. 
* 


|. hpe ma wor a an inſulting \expreſſi at any 


SG Ed ace or to any As ſoon as Mr. Fox got into his: 
1 5 he e chem from the window in à very 


on. F _ words, and requeſted them to be ſatisfied with the troumz 


2 4 * ok the day, that they had proved their: love to the — ; 
tmttution, and their 5 to the laws, 2 moderation, | 
®--.  _ firmneſs, good order, and good fenſe with which theyhage 


+, conducted themſelves. He deſired them to contime | 
7 3 upon thoſe principles, to diſperſe immediately, and g. 
mute peaceably to their homes; fot that the enemics of 1. f 
derty and conſtitutional rights * the people could have. 
no triumph but in the pothbility of taking advantage ag 
aaa indiſcreet manifeſtation of their zeal. y 
ten. minutes the ftreet was completely cleared, and 
at that numerous body of people . with La ang 


7 5 I and * order * * gs never A 
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